An Explanalion. of Fo'und in A Gentle Feasl

In Charlotte Mason's Parent's National Education Programmes, students were divided into Forms
The benefit of this is great for
families with multiple aged children, allowing for more shared learning among siblings. This also
gives you, as the parent, more flexibility to select work that is up or down in other forms,

rather than our traditional American Grades or British Years

depending on your child's (children's) educational needs and academic ability.

| have adjusted Miss Mason's forms into four groupings for greater simplicity.

The chart below explains the levels in A Gentle Feast, As you move through the cycles, you will
follow the lesson plans for the form your child isin that current year.
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Welcome To A Gentle Feast

Thank you for your purchase of A Gentle Feast. | pray your family will be blessed by this curriculum
plan. Please know that what you have before you is meant to be a tool. | wrote A Gentle Feast
because | wanted to share with others the freedom and peace | found in Implementing Charlotte
Mason's methods and philosophy into our home. It is not a prescription for success, s no curriculum
could possibly guarantee that, and “success” is a very personal ideology. Our culture supports a
factory model of education, It can certainly be tempting to follow a mechanical formula rather than
thoughtfully thinking through methods and philosophy. Gnly the Holy Spirit can guide you as you
teach your children, Relying too much on a guide can prevent us from hearing His still, small voice, |
say all this because | want you to know that A Gentle Feast is not a box to neatly pack your family into
with “shoulds” and "musts”. We must atways keep going back to Charlotte's first principle that
children are born persons. You know your family best. Use the books, schedules, and plans to help as
you prayerfully provide your family with a feast of living ideas

| created A Gentle Feast because it is what | wish | had when | first started homeschooling, | had read
“Forthe Children's Sake” by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay when | was still teaching public school. After
reading that book about the Charlotte Mason method, | remember grieving because as much as |
wanted to provide that kind of rich education she described far my students, | was unablekto so so
within the constraints of the school system.

When | started homeschooling my own

children, | was overwhelmed with the different

homeschooling options out there; but then |

remembered that book | had read years befare.

As | searched for how to create the learning

environment it described in our home, however,

| longed for a guide. | wanted a resource that

would show me how to create a homeschool

rooted in Charlotte Mason's methods and

philosophies with a user-friendly, family-

centered design.

When | couldn't find anything that fit my family,

| ended up spending hours trying to piecemeal

a plan together. At the time, | had three kids

under the age of three and was trying to

homeschool two elementary children. | felt

completely overwhelmed and ended up

completely burning out. In those early days of

homeschooling, | wished for a guide like A

Gentle Feast. As it has developed, AGF has

breathed life and beauty into our homeschool.

It's truly created a night-and-day difference in

our home, and | pray it will do the same for your

family as well!
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WHAT IS MORNING TIME?

Morning Time is simply a focused, daily nitual that
brings the entire family together to share in the teast
of books, beauty, and Biblical truth. This practice
builds a family culture around these shared
experiences. In A Gentle Feast, Morning Time
consists of two parts: Bible and Beauty Loop.

WHAT ARE “OPTION 1" AND
“OPTION 2"2

On the plans, you will notice two options for Beauty
Loep items such as: picture study, composers,
poetry, and hymns. These are given 5o that the next
time, you cycle through, you can study different
selections.

HOW LONG SHOULD MORNING
TIME LAST?

This will vary from family to family, but you want to

be aware of the time so that Merning Time doesn’t

infringe on the rest of the feast. Here is a general

time frame

» Bible Reading and MNarrations: 15-20 minutes,
followed by prayer

« Beauty Loop: 5-20 minutes (depending on the
day)

WHAT ELSE DO | NEED TO
PURCHASE?
Hymn Study beok: Then Sings My So

Fables and Biography books - You may choose to
read one of the books for your entire family or
have Forms Il and up read theirown books
Optional books for the artist and composer are
listed if you would like 1o use them to enhance
your picture/composer study

VarlT: Biblt’

Gather the entire family for devotions, prayers.
spiritual readings, or whatever else your family uses
for religious studies. Four days of Bible readings are
given, The other days can be specific to your
denomination. You could include saint stories,
catechism questions, missionary biographies, or
habit-training, character-building lessons.




HOW WAS BIBLE APPROACHED
IN MISS MASON'S
PROGRAMMES?

1. Bible readings are to come directly from the
Bible and not a children’s adaptation

2. By age ning, children will have read "the simple
(and suitable) narrative portions of the Old
Testament, and say, two of the gospels,”
—Charlotte Mason, Home Education. p. 249

3. Episodes are read and the children narrate
these

4, After narrations, the teacher can emphasize
points from the lesson,

5. Dlder students were to read through the entire
Old Testament on their own. They would also read
the New Testament, pairing Miss Mason's Savior of
the World poetry collection with the Bible
passages. The Epistles and Revelation were saved
until the end of high schoal.

6. Bible recitations help children memorize larger
passagesof scripture in a natural manner,

HOW IS THE BIBLE
APPROACHED IN A GENTLE
FEAST?

In A Gentle Feast, Bible is done as a family in
Moming Time. A four-year rotation is given that
covers episodes in the Old and New Testament in
chronological order. This is similar to what Miss
Mason recommended. In addition, the Psalms
and Proverbs are read, keeping with my belief
that the rich language and deep truths greatly
benefit all students. Your children would not
narrate the readings from Psalms and Provérbs.
You can access the four year Bible rotation in the
cnline resources, Older students are encouraged
to have personal devotions before school, reading
through the remainder of the Bible. Study Bibles,
commentanes, and inductive studies can help
otder students understand what they are reading,
In addition, longer portions of Scripture are
memorized by and by like Miss Mason
recommended. The same verse is learned over a
twelve-week period

Parl £: 8eauf7
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If options are provided, do the first option during your
first time through the cycle, and the second option
during your second time through.

1. PICTURE STUDY OR
COMPOSER STUDY

Steps to a Picture Sludy

In Home Education (pages 310-311), Miss Mason
gives these steps for a "Picture-Talk"

She goes on to explain in detail

Step |.--Ask the children if they remember what
their last picture-talk was about, and what artist
was famous for animal-painting. Tell them
Landseer was acquainted with animals when he
was quite young: he had dogs for pets, and
because he loved them he studied them and their
habits—so was able to paint them,

Step Il.—Give them the picture 'Alexander and
Dicgenes’ to look at, and ask them to find out all
they can about it themselves, and to think what

idea the artist had in his mind, and what idea or
ideas he meant his picture to corwey to us

Step lll.—After three or four minutes, take the
picture away and see what the children have
noticed. Then ask them what the different dogs
suggest to them; the strength of the mastff
representing Alexander; the dignity and
stateliness of the bloodhounds in his rear; the look
of the wise counselor on the face of the setter; the
rather contemptuous look of the rough-haired
terrier in the tub. Ask the children if they have
noticed anything in the picture which shows the
time of day: for example, the tools thrown down
by the side of the workman's basket suggesting
the mid-day meal; and the bright sunshine on the
dogs who cast a shadow on the tub shows it must
be somewhere about noon,

Step IV.—Let them read the title, and tell any facts
they know about Alexander and Diogenes; then
tell them Alexander was a great congueror who
lived B.C. 356-323, famous for the battles he won
against Persia, India, and along the coast of the
Mediterranean, He was very proud, strong, and
boastful. Diogenes was a cynic philosopher
Explain cynic, illustrating by the legend of
Mexander and Diogenes; and from it find out
which dog represents Alexander and which
Diogenes.

Step V.—Let the children draw the chief lines of
the picture, in five minutes, with a pencil and
paper.

Compoder Study

On the first day of the term, read the composer
biography ahead of time and paraphrase it for
your children. You can also read the opticnal
composer biography beok a little bit each time or
listen to the podcast from Classics for Kids (linked
in the Resources if available). Links to the musical
selections are prowvided in the Resources. Each
week, you will simply listen to and enjoy the piece




2. POETRY RECITATION

Students will recite the poems included in the
Morning Time Packet. Form IV students have
speeches and other selections from Shakespeare
Each poem is listed for 4-6 weeks, but | suggest
you work at your child’s pace. Have your child
focus on speaking eloquently. They may
memaorize the poem by and by, but the focus of
recitation is on speaking clearly and with
emotion,

3. POET STUDY
During this time, you will read a selection from
the term’s poet. Poems are included in the
Merning Time Packet, In Cycle 1, the poems are
from Elizabethan era, If you only have a Form |
child, they may be too intense, You can substitute

selections from the book Sing a Song of Popcoin;

very Child's Book of Poems, edited by Jan Carr,
or A Child's Garden of Verses by Robert Lowis
Stevenson, Each year’s poets comespond to the
time period studied that year

4. FABLES AND HERO TALfS/
BIOGRAPHIES

Read these to your Farm | children during this
time. (Older students can read the selections
independently) Those students in Forms 11l and
N will probably need to find time other than
morning time to finish their weekly readings. If
vou prefer, you can chose just one fables book to
read to the entire family.

DAY 5: HYMN STUDY

My Soul, You can use the lyrics from the book or
find them in the Morning Time Packet. |
recommend making a copy of the lyrics for each
child. Sing through this hymn for six weeks during
this loop time. Hymns are chosen to correspond
with the time perods being studied. Hymns links
are provided in the Resources page.
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DAILY: COPYWORK

Your child will do a few lines of the week's
copywork passage in the student packet each day.
Form | students may wish to start out with only a
ward at a time. Focus on accuracy and perfection
over speed. (If this Is your child's first year doing
formal lessons, use a handwriting curmiculum
instead of copywork.) Depending on your child's
ability, he or she may or may not be able to finish
the entire passage in a week. This is fine; simply
move on once the week has ended. Again, | aim
for quality ever guantity. They will build up their
stamina over time.

WEEKLY: DICTATION

Each day, your child will study the passage to
prepare for dictation. The aim is to help the child
visualize the selection until he can "see” it in his
mind. At the end of the week, you will dictate the
passage to her using the steps listed on the next
page.

In Form |, the words are chosen from common
sight words (plus a few interesting words). Your
child will use these wards to fill in the blanks on
the Dictation sheets as you slowly read the
passage tothem. Students in Form Il and up can
work up to the entire passage

WAYS TO STUDY WORDSFOR

There are many ways to do this. Let your child try
several ways and find the one that works well for
them. Variety keeps studying interesting




Stepd. to o dictalion. lesdon. (as described by Miss Mason. in Home Education)

Gictation lessons, conducted in some such way as the following, usually result in good spalling

L & child of eghtor mine prepares & paragraph, older children a page, or two of three pages, The child
prepares by himzelf, by looking at the word he i not sure of and then seeing it with his eyes shul
Belore he begins, the teacher asks what words he thinks will nesd his attention. He generally knows,
butthe teacher may pointout any word likely to be acause of stumbling.

2. He lets his teacher know whan he is ready. The teacher asks if there ame any words he is not sure of
These she puts, one by one, on the blackboard, letting the child lpok till he has & picture, and then
fubbing the werd out. If anyone s still doubttul heshould becalled to put the word he is not sum ot on
the boand, the feacher watching o rub out the word when p wrong letter begins to sppear, and again
helping the child to get a mental picture.

3 Then the teacher gves out the dictation, clause by clause, each clause repested once. She dictates
with a view to the pointing, which the children are expected to put in as they wnte; but they must not
betold 'comma, 'semticolen, ete.

4 After the sort of prepamtion | have described, which takes ten minutes or less, there is marely an erms
in spelling. If there be, it is well worth while for the teacher to be on the watch with slips of stamp
paper to put over thewrengword, thatitsimape may beerased as far as posslble

5 Atthe end of the lesson, the child should again study the wreng word in hs book untii he says he is
sura of, and should wote it orrectly on the stamp -paper.
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WEEKLY: COMPOSITION

In Ferms | and I, for each Copywork passage, there
is a drawing and creative writing prompt. It may be
helpiul to look up a drawing tutorial enline. This
weekly composition is a time for your child to
explore ideas, words, spelling, and genres. This is
not ta be corrected. Set a time limit of 10 minutes
This doesn't need to drag on. NG CORRECTIONS OR
CRITIQUES. This exercise can be a great use of ime
if you are working with other children and need
something that others can do independently.

in Forms Il and IV, students have composition
assignments in their student packets, These are
based on their readings and include a variety of
written genres. This is the time to teach them some
elements of effective written tommunication
Students in these forms will also have a separate
compasition time in their schedule to work on
longer written narrations and/ or make final drafts
of a weekly narration

DAILY: READING

PHONICS

For additional information on first reading lessons.
see Volume | of Miss Mason's homeschooling series.
Phonics {sight and sound lessons) should be done
daily for 15 minutes. If you have a beginning reader,
| recommend starting with the AGF resource, 100
Gentle Lessons in Sight and Sound. Students who
are reading can do the phonics and grammar work
in the Ferm | student packets.

READING

Once students are able, they should read daily. At
first this can be from the readers listed on the
booklist. See the bookhst for suggested readers by
grade. For Forms | and 1], set the timer for 15-20
minutes and have them stop reading when the
timer goes off. If advanced readers would like, they
can read more in the afternoon or evening
Literature suggestions are given for grades 3 and
4-6. Use these suggestions if they work for your
child’s reading ability and pacing. Sticking to the
time tables takes precedence over finishing the
scheduled reading

LITERATURE

Form |l and IV students have scheduled readings
from several classics and modern works. Students
alsc have a weekly reading from a literature
overview book te help them gain understanding of
the authors and literature from the historical period
they are studying. As always, adjust the amount of
reading based on your child’s ability.




BOOK TALKS

On the lessen plans, vou will see a scheduled * Book Talk" afteryour child finishes a book. It & a time for
vou to discuss the hook with your child AFTER they have gaeen you an orml ar written narration of the
back. | usethe weekly narration notebook time to wnte down my younger children's narratians. | have my
oider children, rype thewr narrations of each book

You don't have to have read the book in order o discuss it with your child. Websites likes Sparknotes and
Schmoop pive preat summarnies and even discussion questions. | take my older kids out for “cotfes chats”
You can call them "conkie chats” “tea talks) "ice cream interviews,” or same other creative name, but faod
is usuzily well eaved

Here are some general questions that can be used with any book:

What was your favorite part?

What surpnsed you?

Vehat in thestory remmnds you of any othér books you have read !

Describe the main character, How dowes this chamacter change or evolve through the stary?
¥ you could ask this author one guestion about this book, whatwould it be?

If you could change anything about this beok, what would it be and why?

What new things did you learn? What morewould you like to know about this topic?

How did you teel whileyou were mading this book?

What made the setting unigueor important? How would thisstery bedifferent if it teok place in a
difterent trtme or place?

Howi did you feel about the ending? What did you like? What dif yeai not [Ke? What doyou wish had
boen diterent?

Which characters did you relate to most, and whatwas it asbout them that you connected with?

. Dig the book change your opinion or perspective about anything? Do you teel mtf&reml; naw than you
did before you read H7

3. Towhom would you recemmend this boek to and why? If you don't cecommendd i, why net?
- What were the major contlicts in the story? How wene they resoled?
What was yourfaverite or a memorable passage?

Otder students: Why doyou think the suthorchose to tell the stary from the perspective that she/he
did? Who would you have chosen as the namator? How did thischoice of narmator affect the story?
lder students: What themes were in the book? What do you think the adther’s purpose was?

Oider students: What type of tone does the author convey with hisfher word choice? Is it aptimistic,

pessimistic, cautionary, humorous, satirical, metaphonc, descriptive, ete?

5. Older students: What was mare important, the characters or the plot? Was the plot moved forward by
decisions of the characters, or were the characters at the mercy of the plot? Wasthe action believabie?
Was the story chronological? Was them foreshadowing and suspense?

| (Hder students: What types of symbolism da you find in this nove 7 What do these ebjects really
represent? How do characters react to and with these symbolic objects?

WEEKLY: ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE ARTS

GRAMMAR

Form |- Even though Miss Mason didn't have students start formal gmmmar until Form |1, some basic
grammar princip are included in the Form | Student Packets, but this shouldn't take longer than 15
mmutes ance per week. You can do these pages orally or do the writing for your child

Farm II- Grammar lessons are included in the student packet and may take 10 1o 2 minutes once or hwice
per week Optional reading assignments ame given from the book Grammarkand by Neshitt tor 6th grade
students

Form [ll- Students will have grammar lessons twice per week for about 20 minutes.

Form V- A this age, most students will have & firm handle on proper gmmmar, I your child nesds more
SUpPOrt of grammar 15 a requirement, | recommend Kahn Academy's Gmmmar as a great SAT/ACT prep
My preference, though, is to review the grammar they have already (earned through composition. |

WEEKLY NARRATION NOTEBOOK

Students in Forms | and || wll keep a weekly namation notebook. Ypu can use an Bxll multimedis spiral
bound sketchbook ora 1 inchbinder far this purpose_ At the end of the week, you will have your child pick
one lesson from the week te pant or d mw and narrate. It is helpful to revew the week and brng cut some
o the books used. Your child can dictate their narration to you as you copy it into the notebook. If you are
transitioning an older child, to written narmtions, yvou canwrite the narration on a separate piece of paper
and than have the child copyit. Fyeu wish, Sthiand 6th grade students can try writing their awn namations




HISTORY

Miss Mason said that history was the spoke upon
which the entire curriculum turned. | have
pattemed A Gentle Feast with this in mind and
used a similar rotation to what Miss Mason used
in her programmes, The following are important
points to notice about how history was
approached in the Parent's Mational Education
Union (PMNEU)

1. History instruction should begin with the
history of the child’s home country. These
lessons should include hero tales, biographies,
and other living books to inspire the child’s
imagination.

I

In Vol. 1, Miss Mason discusses reading Tales from
Westminster Abby and then taking the children to
see these spots for themselves. | think this is one
of the benefits of starting with your own country's
history. Opportunities for field trips to see the
world of the past abound. My children have
visited a log cabin like Lincoln lived in, attended a
lesson in an old one-room school house, and
traversed the streets of Colonial Williamsburg.
Thiey still talk about these trips (and others)
whith gave them tangible experiences and
images of the past. The books used in Form | are
of high literary quality and are read to the child

2, In Form |l (grades 4-6), students added on
the history of a neighboring country following
the same chronological progression. They also
started studying Ancient history in 5th grade.
Form |l (grades 7-8) follows this same pattern.

3. In Forms IV and up (high school) we see
English history and General history (part
contemporary world corresponding to the
English history and part Ancient studies}, In
these forms, literature is highly integrated to
the time period being studied.

4. We are not “responsible” for teaching every
aspect of history to our children. We are given
the task of preparing the feast from which our
students may linger and imagine and progress
at a leisurely pace, being firmly acquainted
with the persons and places of a time well
gone.

5. Narration is an integral component to history
education, Narration can also be done through
drawing and even playing.




BOOK OF CENTURIES

Students in Forms |l and up will keep a Book of
Centuries where they will record people,
places, and events from their readings and
draw pictures of artifacts from that time.

This is NOT a timeline! Students will keep this
throughout the remainder of school, so |
recommend purchasing a guality one like the one
from Riverbend Press. You can also make your
own with a hardbound sketchbook. Edwin Tunis
has a great series of books for help in finding/
drawing these artifacts.

TIMELINES

When | first started homeschooling, | bought a
timeline kit with hundreds of pieces for me to cut
out and keep track of, My kids colored the pieces
and we glued them in their approprate spot, but |
wondered if all the work was worth it as they
didn't seem to connect with it. Later, when | read
Miss Mason's thoughts on history, | realized 1 was
doing all the work. In the PNEU, Century Wall
charts were used by older students who could
decide what to include on it and when to fill in for
THEMSELVES! Form Il and up students will be
able to make a neat and detailed timeline. This
will especially help with the Genevieve Foster
books, which jump from country to country but
stayinthe same time period, Riverbend Press also
sells an excellent wall timeline

HISTORY BY FORM

Form | -These books can be read to your child, or
you can have your child read them to you, After
reading, have your child tell back what they
remember

Form Il - Students will be studying American
history. The readings are split over 2 days. Starting
in 4th grade, students will add an additional
stream of British history, Ancient history starts In
Sth grade. Your Form Il student may be able to
read these texts independently and then narrate
{either orally or in writing), Students in this form
will start a Book of Centuries, in which they. will
record people, places, and events from their

readings and draw pictures of artifacts from that
tme.

Forms Il and IV - Students will be doing
American history with corresponding world
history. They will also have a separate stream of
ancient history, Students in this form will keep a
Book of Centuries where thay will record people,
places, and events from their readings and draw
pictures of artifacts from that time. A written
narration for each stream can be required weakly
It is recommended, that students be reading
weekly about current events and narrating those
readings. See the appendix for awarding high
school credit for the different history streams

GEOGRAPHY

In the PNEU, the subject of geography was taught through reading living books, noting the locations of
their lessons, and map drills. The students started with learning about their locality and expanding
outward through the years. In A Gentle Feast, students start making maps of their home and by the end
of Form (1l will have mapped the entire world

Form | - This torm includes two levels of geography plans. Grades 1 and 2 focus on Physical Geography
and beginning map skills. Grade 3 covers the United States. You can choose the year based on your
child’s grade or pnor geography knowledge. Students in this form are completing a variety of hands-on
projects to learn about mapping and the world around them in concrete temns. A variety of living books
will help them to delve into this “pancrama of delight

Form W - Students will dig deeper into the geography of the United States and that of neighbaring
countries

Form Nl - One day, each week, students will read from the Geography reader to become better
acquainted with people and places around the world

The other day, they will complete map work. Weekly map work is located in the Resources, During map
drills, students will learn about the countnes and landiorms of the world. In order to dnll these, give
your student a packet of several blank maps. They will add on several countnes or features each week
Each successive week, review the previously learned countries and add more,

Form Il - One day, each week, students will read from the Geography reader to become better
acquainted with people and places around the world

Thee other day, if your child already completed the map dnll in Form 1ll, he or she can review using the
Seterra app
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NATURAL HISTORY

Form | - Read to your child from the scheduled
bosoks, ang ask tum or her 1o narrate these readings
You may watit fo sugggest dawing a picture in their
nature purnals 1o go with the lesson

Forms 1 Your child will read spd narrate these
books independently

SCIENCE

tirm, : primary focus, If you have ¢
children, you may wsh te indude your Ferm |
students in thefamily science esg ents.

Forms If and Ifl - Students in these foms will be
doing the family science lessons These can
completed together with some readings each weak
msigned aniy ta acertain level

Form IV - Even though Miss Masen recommended
using multiple streams of science throughout high
| realize that (s not w
e with. Therelome,
ed on what mos
at this ape should be keeping 5 Science Notebook of
marmhons andlab es, dmgrams, etc

Grade Siology

Grade 10 - Chemistry

Grade 11 - Physics

Grade 12 - Advanced Human Anatomy and
Phyualogy

SINGING

This is a delightful aspect of the feast for younger

students. Solta lessons and folk songs are

scheduled tor Form |. Foreign language son
) b sung weekly

PLAY OR SWEDISH DRILL

foll Can use this time as & play break of take 3

at Swedish Drill, whic

activity Charotte Masan used. See these videos
for mare: hitp meggom 17022

CITIZENSHIP

Form | - Citizenship was not stheduled for this
age; rather, shidents should be entouraged to see

amcter qualites da 2d in the fables and
folktales that are read to them

Form i - Students will read about famous men
and women and begin leami

Form i1 - Students will read through Qurse|ves
harlctte Mason. They will read a

each week, following the chapter dwisions given
by Miss Mason. 've altso included more modern
books on moraks and habit taining

Farm 1V - Students will read philosephy,

view, economics, and clvics books dunng this
time. (f students have not finished reading
Oy , | mcommend that they cemplete
reading that first. )




FOREIGN LANGUAGE

In the PMNEU, students stared learning French at a
YEry YOUNg age

In Fom |,

learnis

and liste D , SONgs, and rhy me
new language

In A Gentle Feast Resoumes, toregn langusge
plans are glven tor Freanch and Spanish. f you have
a Form | child, you will start in Year |. All older
children will start in Level 1. If you would like to
teach a difterent modern language, you can adagt
these principles to the language you wish,

LATIN

In Miss Mason's schoel, Latin was started (n about
Sth grade. You will want your child to have a firm
grasp of English gn first. | racommend
wailing until 6th prade to start Latin, unless you
have avery advanced child.

PP rTEYY”

TEA TIME

Every day in A ast ends with tea time
This is a delightful way ta end the day, and each
day has a ditlerent tea time actaity. Don't wormy
thaugh, you don't have to use | Cups; you
can just have milk and cookies with plastic plates
and cups. What is impertant istha you a
time o gather together as fami 2 you 1o
end each school dayon & positve note, [fyou ane
unablete hue progons, this can
he-an twening activity as well. This is a great time
children to give their ofal narrahons

younger siblings to listen in. Here are s of

thities ncluded in tea time:

I. Poetry - This 155 very simple activity. Students
select a poem io share with the family and
everyone takes turns reading preat poems. You
can find out more about thus practrce at
poetryteatime.com

Il. Read Alouds - Each Ferm | student listens to &
read aloud 3 days per week, Form | students can

Ill. Brawing - You may wish for Form | students ta
complete brush dmwing lessons. Form Il &an keep
madticing bn pork or use “How

ok s, Students in Forms |ll and IV |
scheduled from Artistic Pursults

V. Nature Study - |'ve scheduled lessons from
Ct r Cycles 1 and 2

Fee| free to adjust the schedule based on your
area of do whatever topics interest your family |
meiude nature study in the afternoon dunng tea
time tor the younger students. This & a great time
for them to paint in their nature joumals
afternoon per week, our lamily takes a lor
nature hike. Gther families prefer to do a little
outdoer nature study everyday. Find a time and
hythm that works best for your family, but by all
means, do not neglect this wital component of a
Charictte Mason education!

V. Mandicrafts - Charlotte Mason emphasized
these important aspects of children’s handicrafts:

al that they should not be employed in
making futilities such as pea and stick
work, paper mats, and the like;
that they should be taught slowly and
carefully what they are to do.
that slipshod work should not be
allowed:
and that, therefore, the children’s work
should be kept well within their
compasi” —Charlotte Mason, Home
Education, p. 316

Handicratt recommendations by terimn are
previded in the Resources




I1. Principles for Scheduliv
q enﬂe Féaﬁf

1. SHORT LESSONS

In Charaotte Mason's schools, lessons. were kept
short to budd the habit of attenbion If lessons am
twa loag and the students start daydreaming, this
will become a habit. By learning to pay attention
for small amounts of time, the students build up
the fortitud & to pay attention for jonger periods &
they grow. | have mflected this principle in my
suggested schedules. Setting a2 timer may help
you asyou first start oy do short lessons, but some
students pet stressed by it In the plans, | have
given a suggested seguence of page numbers or
chapters. This may be heipful fer some students,
but tar others you may wish to suck solely 1o the
timatables, putting a bockmark in after the set
time |5 up regardiess of the number of pages or
chapters read.

2. VARIED LESSONS

»

Difterent subjects use different parts of surbrains
By sltemating subjects, you give the students’
minds time to rest while still learning. i you do
one read-narrate subject atter another, the
students will quickly stan ta lose attention. But if
you break this up with' a subject that uses &
gifterent part of the brain, ke math, copywork,
atr., the student will main mere alert

3. COMBINING FOR MULTIPLE
CHILDREN

| have given hints throughout this guide on which
subjects can be combined lor muliiple children
By using forms instead of grades, there & also
more overlap for a family. Moming time, the
Beauty Loop, and Tea Time are frequently
seheduled to becompleted together.

. AFTERNOONS IN A CHARLOTTE MASON EDUCATION

In the following plans, | have tried to keep te the general ime table described above for moming lessons
and afternoon occupations. Plenty of ime should remain for free play, which & essential for allowing a
child to properly digesttheir feast of daily ideas.

5. THE YEARLY SCHEDULE

The vearis divided up into three 12-week terms. Atter each term, a few days should be spent on exams.
The exam questions are given during the normal lesson times. Once exams are complete, students (and
teachers) can take a break for the remainder of the week. There s moreinformation later in this packet on

N
PLANGES
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SCHEDULING THE FEAST







Term T Attevdance 2

WEEK

—

Field “Trip Ideas

The question. i not, -- Aow much does the gorzf,é Enow? When fe
Aad ymaﬁmf Hhid edecalion -- bul how much doed Ae care? And
aboul how marny otders of mfegu abed fe care? i fact. how t‘mgzp i
e roowe i which he frm’{ #id Jpp/ det? dnd, (ti@?z@{c'm Aoter {u&' 7
e life Ae Aad defD?f in

- Chanlotte Mason. Sehool Eaucalion




Materials Needed ‘ Books Needed

MATERIAL SOURCE PURCHASED NN 3 TITLE AUTHOR




TERM 1 EXAM WEEK

Thee end of the term Is a great time to celebrate a térm well done. For har exams, Miss Mason
would list several tasks that were to be done with Father - have Father pick a poem for recitation,
show Father an example of yourwork, have Father pick a passage to read, etc,

For a great family night celebration, consider the following:

Recite poetry.

State their Bible memaory verse.

Sing songs.

Display drawings, nature journals and handicrafts,

Hawe a special gessert.

Enjoy family movie night, possibly the Shakespeare play (always preview those) or another
movie related to your course of study.

Write your children cards praising them for how they have grown this term,
Gift your children with school supplies, books, art supplies, nature equipment, etc

Include Dad or any other family members or friends to celebirate this festive night,

SEE APPENDIX FOR EXAM QUESTION TEMPLATES AND STUDENT ASSESSMENT FORMS




TEACHER SELF ASSESSMENT FORM

TERM: YEAR:

WHAT WENT WELL THIS TERM:

AREAS OF THE FEAST | WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE ON NEXT TERM:

MY MOTHER CULTURE GOALS FOR NEXT TERM:

PERSONAL HABITS | NEED TO FOCUS ON NEXT TERM:

MY FAVORITE MEMORY FROM THIS TERM:

CHARLOTTE MASON, HOME}@UCffDK( \\‘




WEEK

Term 2 ATlevdance 25 De | |

EXAMS

The guedlion. is nol. -- how much does the ymﬁ. know? When fe
Aad fz‘m’.ﬂm’ Aid edcation -- bul how much does he care? And
abotd Ao | otuternd of &fz}-rgd. abed e care? In fact. how large is
the noom in which ke finds his feet sel? dnd, therefore. how fdé i
the fife he Aas é@'fom i

- Charlofie Mason., Seloof Educalion

B4

—

Field W‘if Ideas




Materials Needed Books Needed .

MATERIAL SOURCE PURCHASED TITLE AUTHOR SOURCE LIBRARY




TERM 2 EXAM WEEK

The horn.'. are not changed at the end of
uch hour ul toil lrld application. We change the coachman and the load instead (give them
a new master and new subject), and drive on towards the next competition hill with fresh
vigor to the whip.."

The end of the term is 3 greal hme to celebrate a term well done For her exams, Miss Masen would list
several tasks that were to be dane with Father - have Father pick a poem for recitation, show Father an
example of yourwork, have Father pick a passape to read, stc

For a great family night celebration, consider the fallowing:

« Recite poetry.
« State thelr Bible memory verse.
« Sing songs.
Display drawings, nature journals and handicrafts
Have a special dessert.
Enjoy family menie night, possibly the Shakespeare play (always preview those} or another
movie refated to your course of study, &
Write your children cards praising them for how they have grown this term,

Gift your children with school supplies, books, art supplies, nature eguipment, ete.

Include Dad or any other family members or friends to celebrate this festive night.

SEE APPENDIX FOR EXAM QUESTION TEMPLATES AND STUDENT ASSESSMENT FORMS




TEACHER SELF ASSESSMENT FORM

TERM: YEAR:

WHAT WENT WELL THIS TERM:

AREAS OF THE FEAST I WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE ON NEXT TERM:

MY MOTHER CULTURE GOALS FOR NEXT TERM:

PERSONAL HABITS | NEED TO FOCUS ON NEXT TERM:

MY FAVORITE MEMORY FROM THIS TERM:




= Field Trip Ideas

The quedlion. is nol. -- how much doed the youlh know? When fe
Aad J'znwipa’ il education -- bul how much doed he care? And
abiotid Aot m omfam of ﬁ!mfd dbed he care? in fact. how la

the noom in w ﬂa’h Hhid feel sel? And. therefore. how ZE‘; i
the life he has éca{o 7

- Charlolte Madon., Sehoof Educalion
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TERM 3 EXAM WEEK

The end of the term is a great time to celebrate a term well dene. For her exams, Miss Mason would list
several tasks that were to be done with Father - have Father pick a poem for recitation, show Father an
example of yourwork, have Father pick a passape to read, etc
Far a great family night celebration, consider the following:

Recite poetry.

State their Bible mamory verse

Sing songs

Dizplay drawings, nature journals and handicrafts

Have a special dessert

Enjoy family movie night, possibly the Shakespeare play (always preview those! or another

mowvie related to your course of study.

Write your children cards praising them for
how they have grown this term.

Gift your childrer with school supplies,
books, art supplies, nature equipment, e1c

Include Dad or any other family members or
friends to celebrate this festive night

SEE APPEMDIX FOR EXAM QUESTION
TEMPLATES AND STUDENT ASSESSMENT
FORMS




TEACHER SELF ASSESSMENT FORM

TERM: YEAR:

WHAT WENT WELL THIS TERM:

AREAS OF THE FEAST | WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE ON NEXT TERM:

MY MOTHER CULTURE GOALS FOR NEXT TERM:

PERSONAL HABITS | NEED TO FOCUS ON NEXT TERM:

MY FAVORITE MEMORY FROM THIS TERM:

§amfle Schedules

In the membership page, there are custemizable sched ules so
you can edit them to suit the needs of your family. Though these
schedules are just guidelines, it & impartant to stick closely to
these time tables.




Form Form s

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY | FRIDAY

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Bibl
DAILY 15 MIN e, DAILY 15 MIN Bible Bible Bible

DAILY 10 MIN | Picture Study’ Hymn Study Poet Study Powetry Recitation
Composer Study DAILY 10-15 MIN | Prcture Study/ Hymn Study Poet Study & Postry
Composer Study Recitation

Language Arts Language Ams Language Ars Student Language Arts
Language Arts Language Arts | Language Arts Language Arts | Language Arts Student Packet / Student Packet Packet Student Packet
Student Packat /| Student Packet Student Packet Student Packat | Student Packet Grammar
Grammar

Foreign Language | Natural History Foreign Language Lesson | Natural History
Foreign Matural History Foreign Language MNatural History | Handicraft Lessan {Ormal) Book 1 {Oral) Book 2

Language Lesson | Book 1 Lesson (Oral) Book 2
(Oral)

Goography History Goography History

Geography History Geography History Weekly Marration
Noteboak Play or Play or Play or Play or
dish Orill h Gl 5 h Dl Swaedish Drill

Play or Play or Play or Play ar Play or Sweedish
Sweedish Drill Sweedish Drill Swizedish Drill Sweadish Drill | Drifl Readers Readers Readers Readers
ar Phonics ar Phonics ar Phonics or Phonics

Readers Readars Readers Readers Readers
or Phonics ot Phonics of Phonics or Phonics at Phonics

k

Folk Song Foteign Language | Folk Song
Sang

Folk Sorg Foreign Falk Song Fareign

Langungé Song Language Song AFTERNOON TEA | Read Aloud Read Aloud Poatry Tea Time Read Aloud
Handicraft Work Drawing

AFTERNOON | Resd Aloud Read Aloud Poetry Tea Time Read Aloud MNature Study
TEA Handicraft Work Dirawing ADDITIONAL Natural Swdy

( TOTAL MORNING HOURS: 2 ) (TOTAL MORNING HOURS: 2—2.9




orm Z

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

DAILY 20 MIN

Binle

Bible

Bible

Bible

DAILY 10 MIN

Pictura/
Compaoser

Stascly

Poyet Stestly

Fabiss

Boetry
Rectation

Lengusge Arts
Srutlent Packsr /
Grammas

Languags Arts
Studem Packet

Language Ars
Stuclent Paciet /
Grammas

Language A0S
Stusdent Packet

language Ars
Student Packey

i enship

Foregn Language

Nature Reader

Foreign
Language

Brtish History

Geagrapty

Ancient Hetory
Stath
Paper Sioyd dth

Weekly
MNarragon
Matebook

15 MIN

Piay or Drdl

Play or Drill

Play or Drll

Play ar Drill

20MIN

Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

30 MIN

Geometry

25MIN

Soenee

10 MIN

Faregn
Language Song

20 MIN (6TH}

Fnish any
reading

AFTERNOON
TEA

Read Alpud

v/ Form lor
Sharstpaare
Plutarch's Lives

Postry Tea Time
Wiork

H=ad Aloud
Deawing

Maturs Study

(TOT&L MORNING HOURS: 3.15)
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Hr'm Z

4 DAY

SCHEDUL

E

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

DAILY 20 MIN

Bible

Bibie

Bibie

Bible

DAILY 20 MIN

Ficture Study/
Compose r Study

Hyman Snudy

Foer Study

Poetry Recnation

Language At
Stude mt Packet/
Grammar

Language Arts
Stusdent Packet

Language Ars Student
Packet [ Grammar

Lenguage A
Stude nt Packet

Latin (Sthigth)

Foreign Language

Latin {Sth#6th}

Forsign Language

Geography

British History

Geography

Vieekly Namstion
MNatehook

Play or Duil

Play or Dl

Play ar Dl

Play or Dl

Readeas

Reader

Reades

Reader

Arthemetc

Arhmetic

Arthmeaeta

American Histary

Soence

American Hatary

Folk Song

Foreign Lanquage
Sang

Fabrles/Biagraphy
Reading

Mature F-'r».ely

Ancient Histary [ Sth/
&ith)
Paper Sloyd (dth)

AFTERNOON
TEA

Read Alowd w/
Form | or
Shakespaara/
Phatarch's Lives

Poetry Tea Time

Read Alouwd
Deaft

EXTRA

Handicrafts

Brawing

hatural Hetary

(TOTAL MORNING HOURS: 3.45)




orm j

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

DAILY 15 MIN

DAILY 10-20
MIN

Hymen Stucly

Poet Study

Postry
Rectation

Langusge A
Student Packst /
Grammar

Lenguage Arts
Student Packst /
Grammar

language Arts
Student Packet/
Grammar

Language &rs

Student Packet/

Granunas

Language Atk
Stude nt Packet
Grammar

Forsign
Langusge

Farsign
Lenguage

Foreign Languags

Foreign
Language

Foreign
Language

Amencan/ Workd
Histary

Amencan/
Vi dd History

American/Workl
Hstory

Ancent Mstory

Composition

Geography
Hesder

Geography Drill

Crizenship

Nature Reader

30MIN

Literaure

Ltemture

J0MIN

Leratiure

Lite rature

Book of Centures

AFTERNOON
TEA

Book of
Centures
Handicrafs

Shakespaare)
Phaarcivs Lives

Poetry Tea Timse

{3 Natur e Study

(TOTJ\L MORNING HOURS: 3.8)

0r'mj

4 DAY

SCHEDULE

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

DAILY 15 MIN

Bible

Bible

Bible

DAILY 10-20 MIN

Picture/Compaoser
Siudy

Hymn Study

Foet Study

Poetry Recaation

Language Arts
Sturent Packet /
Grammas

Language Ars
Etsdent Packet /
Grammar

Lanpuage &t Student
Facket / Grammar

language Ars.
Studant Packet /
Grammas

Foreagn Language

Foreign Language

Amarizan/Worikd
Hisrasy

Amancan/Word
Hstary

Amern can/Workd Hstory

Ancient Hitory

Geopraphy Reader

Geagraphy Drill

Cazenship

Mature Reader

1

Compositian; final
deaft of weekly
namation

Litecahare

Lite rature

Lite ranire

Lite rutu e

Lasrvend Events!
Book of Centunes

Fabies Reading

AFTERNOON
TEA

Shakespeare’
Plutarch's Lives

Pastry Tea Tims
Handicrats

MNatur e Study

(TOTAL MORNING HOURS: 3.8)

inForm i, youwill need 1o reduce the amaunt of assignments

201

© it in a 4 day schedule. Keep 10 the tima tables and adjust
your lesson plans accardingly.




orm //

MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDRY

THURSDAY

DAILY 15 MIN

DAILY 10-20 | Ficture!
MIN Composer
Study

Rostry
Recitation

Student Packer Student Packer

Student Packet

Studem Packet

Stuzts m Packer

Farsgn
Languags

Foreign Language

American British History
Hetory

Amencin History

Ancient Hstory

Geographsy Dl

| | Composivan

Mature Reades

Live rature

Composition
Fimal Draft

Lite rature Lite rature

Literature

Current Events/

Book of
Centuriss

AFTERNCON | Fnan
Biography
TEA Reading

Poetry Tea Time

Mature Stusdy

Outdoor Hours

EVENINGS Free Reading

Music Lessons

Handicrafs

(TUTAL MORNING HOURS: 4. 10)

Flease Note: | do not racommend doing 5 foiur day schedule
n High School If you are domg a co-op you will want 1o
substitute out the classes your child takes there 1o make this

schedule possible

ASSESSMENT

WHEN DO YOU GIVE EXAMS5?

In the PMEU, studenis were given thoir oxams
during the reg san time durmg week 12, In
order to accompls 4

1d b hired to hel
esprecially with the younger chi
do that in my home, | g
We d ms tar 2 Jdays s wen wa take the
rest of the week ofl. | typically use that tim
help me prepare for the next term, gather books
and resources, and maybe take anap!

HOW DO YOU GIVE EXAMS?

For Form | children, you will give exam guestions
wver the couse of a fe s | rec My
students’ answers on my phane and then type
them up later, I you have more than one child n
the time they are
with tasks they cando
rwork, math
by of
3 will hiawe

all written exams,

will have more d d, specilic, and

Regulations state, “the questio

read betorehand to the chidren” Themfome
your older childmn, give them one suby
questionts) at a ima

WHY GIVE “END OF TERM"
EXAMS?

Exams put the

student. They alsa p

informatian an to imprave the |
encouragement for areas that went well
You may be wondermg how to ewlua
child's exams and what to do about grades

ipt, but it ¥
shouldn't beshared with the child. ¥
based on a rubric or pive & masterytype grade
|pooad, fair, exce The PNEL used the
tellowing grading

Highest Marks, in each subject 100
Falrty Good Marks 75

Average 65

Below the Average 50 and under

Esaluating exams is solely for your benefit asthe
teacher. It your child’s 15 didn't ma
expactations, here are some polential rea

T con der:




SAMPLE EXAM TEMPLATE: FORM |

BIBLE
Tell the story of,

WRITING

Copy a sentence in neatest handwriting
Write 2 lines of poetry from memory.

TALES
Tell the story of...

HISTORY
Tell how. ..

What do you know about..

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Recite song or poem

Describein{foreign language) these pictures,

GEOGRAPHY
What do you know about..

Define physical geography terms.

NATURAL HISTORY
Describe I plants and 2 animals,

Tell what you can about
What do you know about..

sSUMms
Do afew sample problems

BRUSH DRAWING
1. A picure of something you read about in

your Tales
2. Twowildflowers (or other nature topics)

RECITATION

Hymn, poem, Bible verse

READING

Pick a passage from reader and have
student read aloud

SINGING
Sing any song lesrned during the term:

falk song, foreign language song, and sol-fa

PICTURE STUDY

Describe your favorite painting from...

DRILL

Show movesto parent.

WORK
Show sample s of handicraft,

SAMPLE EXAM TEMPLATE:

BIBLE
Tellthe storyof

Give an accountof
Describe

WRITING

Copy a passage in neatest handwriting

Write 4 tines of poetry from memory
Dictation {unprepared)

Compaosition (describe faverite scene, tell a
goryabout...)

GRAMMAR

Parse asentence

Make sentences that show understanding of
partsof speech

TALES/ HERO TALES
Tell the story of...

HISTORY AND CITIZENSHIP
Tell how. ..

What do you know sbout. ..

Give a shart account of...

What was..

GEOGRAPHY

What do you know about...
Describe a visitto. ..

Label map of...

NATURAL HISTORY
Describe with drawings 2 plants
and 2 animals,

Tell what you can about...
What do you know about...

ARITHMETIC AND PRACTICAL
GEOMETRY

Do sample problems

SCIENCE

Describe two experimentsin. ..
Explain how ___ works
Whatdo you know about...

FORM II

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Recite

Describe in (language] these pictures
Write sentences

Translate

Conjugate (Latin)

PICTURE STUDY
Describe your favorite painting from. ..

BRUSH DRAWING

1. A picture of something you read about in
your Tales

2 Three wiidfowers (or other nature topics)

3, Amanorwoman deing work

RECITATION
Hymn, poem, Bible verse

READING
Pick a passage from reader.

SINGING
Sing any song learned during the term:
falk song, foreign language song, and sol-fa

DRILL
Show to parent,

WORK
Show sample s of handicraft




SAMPLE EXAM TEMPLATE: FORM III

BIBLE

(3 questions) Tell the story of
Give an accountof
Describe_

WRITING
Write 8 lines of poetry from memory

Dictation (unprepared)

COMPOSITION

(Describe favorite scene, Tell a story about
., Write some verse___, Write an essay
on

—

GRAMMAR

Parse a passage of poetry or copywork

Make sentences that show understanding of
parts of speech learned.

LITERATURE (3 QUESTIONS)

Pick 6 interesting scenes from_

Describe your favorite poem from _ and
tell why you like it

Write an essay on__

Write a scene between

HISTORY (3 QUESTIONS ON
EACH STRAND)

Tell how...

What do you know about...
Give a short account of...
What was...

CITIZENSHIP

Write an essay on...
Hame the kinds of courage with examples
Describe the conguest of...

GEOGRAPHY
Whatdo yeu know about...
Describe a visit to...
Draw a map of....

ARITHMETIC, GEO METRY,
ALGEBRA

sample problems

GENERAL SCIENCE
Describe two experimentsin...
Explain how _ works

What do you know about
Whatis...

BIOLOGY AND BOTANY

Classify, describe, draw, explain

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Recite, Describe in (language) these pictures
Write sentences, translate, conjugate (Latin),
Dictation of passage

PICTURE STUDY

Describe ___ painting

BRUSH DRAWING

L. Criginalillustration for book read

2. Three wildflowers (or other nature topics)
3. Figures

RECITATION

Hymn, poem, Bible verse

READING

Newspaper article

SINGING
Folk Song, foreign language song, and Sol-Fa

DRILL

Show to parent

WORK

Show samples of handicraft

SAMPLE EXAM TEMPLATE: FORM IV (GRADE 10-12)

BIBLE (3 QUESTIONS)
Sketch the character of..

Write on any of these 2 verses

WRITING

Write an editerial on...
Writeblank verse about...

GRAMMAR

Parse a passage of poetry

Give rulesfor.

Use vocabulary words in sentences

LITERATURE (3 QUESTIONS)

Pick 6 interesting scenes from__

Describe your favorite poem from and tell
why

Write an essayon__

Writea scene between

Writea letter as

HISTORY (3 QUESTIONS ON
EACH STRAND)

Tell how...

What de you know sbout. .

Give a short account of....

Whatwas. ..

Writeanessayen

Sketch the career of. ..

EVERYDAY MORALS AND
ECONOMICS

Write anessayon...

Explain and illustrate from wour reading the
principle of

What is the connection..

GEOGRAPHY
What do you know about. ..

Describe the chamacterigics of...
Draw a mapof...

Makea diagramof..

Classify. ..

ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRY,
ALGEBRA

Squestions ineach styand

SCIENCE
Explain how ___ works

What do you know about. ..
Whatis..

Diagram

Write an essayon...

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Recite, Describe in (language) these pictures,
Write sentences, Translate, Conjugate (Latinj,
Dictation

ART STUDIES

Deseribe __ painting

Write a short acount of the work...
Glue exarmples of the architectum of.

PAINTING

L Anoutdoor seene with perspective
L Flowers or figures

MUSIC APPRECIATION
Mention sixworks of __ and write fully on any one
of them

READINKS

unseen essay or poem

SINGING
Foreign language song

DRILL
Show to parent

Show samples of handicraft




STUDENT-ASSESSMENT FORM
TERM: YEAR:

STRENGTHS THIS TERM:

PROCESS MADE FROM LAST TERM:

HABITS TO FOSTER:

AREAS TO IMPROVE ON NEXT TERM:

A FEW NOTES
ON FORM IV

IS A CHARLOTTE MASON
EDUCATION RIGOROUS
ENOUGH TO PREPARE MY CHILD
FOR COLLEGE?

? recalved this question several times Often
when | ask how old their child is, | learn they are
elementary age 5igh! Homesc | parents often

to breathe deep when it comes to the
zht of hemeschooling high school

The short answer to this question is yes, yes,

been involved t at our
public s R what my leds are doing is far
more challe g Beyond that, | know my
children are actually retaining what 1 earn
because their imaginations are being fed on rich
living sdeas instead of the sawdust of public
school textbooks and worksheets. They are
owning the material throy narmation rather than

memorizing tidbits for a They are motiv

independent thinker. and life-long learner

WHAT ABOUT GRADES?

Charjotte Mason cautioned about grades | rather
than the delight in learning, becoming the
motivation for the child. In high school though,
grades are n tor transcripts and to calculate

GFA, If you wish W can keep these grades from

your child so they don't become & stumbling

block to actua! dan't need tests and

worksheets to grade. You ¢ de the quality

hased on your expectatic grade my kids

‘narrations as either a pass or a fail. Then | grade

their end rm exams. | al de their weekly

final compesition draft. (You can use the rubncin
V student packet to help with grading )

WHAT ABOUT TRANSCRIPTS?

scripts aren’t as intimating as they

are simply a record of what classes your
child took and the final grade Look at the
graduation reguirements for your state and
college entrance requirements for a few schools in
which r child may be inter This will help
jou determine what to put on the t scrnpt You
will want your child’s transcript to look as normal
as possible. You can -highlight the unigque
course oL nplet in their
application ¥, ar colle
warit the transcript to look standard

HOW DO | ASSIGN CREDIT?

The typical way to assign high school credit is

f|n|kh<|':|; tham ty of a tex 3K Gr a cour

by counting hours. Typical edit hours

between 120-150. For yects like math and

science, using the text method works, For
u will want to count the hours

T study, art

Here are typical subjects needed for graduation
and the credits that can be earned from A Gentle
Feast. Again, you will want to check with your

state representatives for turther verification

ENGLISH 1,2,3,4
SCIENCE
- BIOLOGY
CHEMISTRY
- PHYSICS
ADVANCED HUMAN ANATOMY /
PHYSIOLOG!
SOCIAL STUDIES:
- WORLD GEOGRAPHY1
= USHISTORY 1
IRITISH HISTORY 1
VERNMENT
ECONOMICS .5
FINEARTS 1,2
SPANISH OR FRENCH 1,2




3. SINCE NARRATION IS SO
POWERFUL, THERE IS NO NEED

s FOR COMPREHENSION
arra '0 ”.' QUESTIONS OR ORAL
LECTURES.

THE METHOD OF A GENTLE FEAST

1. NARRATION IS ESSENTIAL TO
THE STUDENT'S SELF
EDUCATION.

4. NARRATION IS A HABIT THAT
TAKES TIME TO BUILD. BE
PATIENT!

2. NARRATION SHOULD BE
REQUIRED AFTER A SINGLE
READING. THIS BUILDS THE
HABIT OF ATTENTION.

5. TIME FOR NARRATION IS
BUILT INTO THE LESSON TIME.

6. NARRATION NECESSITATES
QUALITY LIVING BOOKS USED
FOR LESSONS.

7. PRE- AND POST-READING
ACTIVITIES MAY BE OF
ASSISTANCE.

E’m-frmd'}-rg Aelivitied.

Step 1 - Ask the children to remember what
happened during the last reading.

Step 2 - Write key names, places, words on a
whiteboard so the students can refer to these
during the reading.

Pm—,«mdm; Aetiites,;

Step 1 - Have the students narrate. if you have
multiple children listening, they can take turns,
Do not interrupt, correct, or explain during a
child's narration.

Step 2 - Review what was stated in their
narrations. lllustrations or diagrams may be
helpful.

Step 3 - Continue a brief discussion of the
reading, if a natural conversation develops.

“Then the teacher will read the Bible passage in question
which the children will narrate, the com

kground for their thoughts. The narmation

children do not

own. Before the close of the lesson, the teacher brings
out such new thoughts of God or new points of behavior
as the reading has afforded, emphasizing the moral or
religious lesson to be learnt rather by a reverent and
sympathetic manner than by any attempt at persanal
application.” (Mason, Vol. &, p. 163}




NOTES ON NARRATION IN
FORM |

1. Wait until age 6 for formal narrations.

Younger students may listen in to older siblings'
readings and be eager to narrate. This practice
should not be discouraged, as long as it is voluntary
rather than mquired before age 6. When getting
started it may be helpful to encourage your child to
narrate everyday life activities,

2. Require narrations for only literature, at first;
then gradually add on more subjects,

3. Start with paragraphs, then add on more
reading until they are able to narrate longer
passages or an entire chapter.

ably :
narrate h by agraph, while children of

VEN OF & twill ‘tell” chapter by chapter” (Masen,

Vial, &, p. 191

4. Begin with oral narration.

5. Allow for a variety of methods for narrations.

ons can include ¢

playing scenes with dolls or

NOTES ON NARRATION IN
FORM Il AND UP

1. New narrators, see notes on Form |.

2. Oral Narrations

3. Written Narrations

4. Frequency




“IF MOTHERS COULD LEARN Tf?) DO FOR
THEMSELVES WHAT THEY DO FOR THEIR CHILDREN
WHEN THESE ARE OVERDONE, WE SHOULD HAVE
HAPPIER HOUSEHOLDS. LET THE MOTHER GO OUT
TO PLAY! IF SHE WOULD ONLY HAVE COURAGE TO
LET EVERYTHING GO WHEN LIFE BECOMES TOO
TENSE, AND JUST TAKE A DAY,"OR HALF A DAY, OUT
IN THE FIELDS, OR WITH A FAVOURITE BOOK, OR IN
A PICTURE GALLERY LOOKING LONG AND WELL AT
JUST TWO OR THREE PICTURES, OR IN BED, WITHOUT
THE CHILDREN, LIFE WOULD GO ON FAR M@RE
HAPPILY FOR BOTH CHILDREN AND PARENTS. THE
MOTHERWOULD BE.ABLE TO HOLD HERSELF IN "WISE
PASSIVENESS,' AND WOULD NOT FRET HER
CHILDREN BY CONTINUAL INTERFERENCE, EVEN OF
HAND OR EYE- -SHE WOULD LET THEM BE.”
CHARLOTTE MASON -VOL, 3, P. 33




